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INFORMATION LANDSCAPE
• Where is the
library?
• How do users
find us in this
information
landscape?

SOCIAL MEDIA LANDSCAPE
• Where is the
library?
• How do
users find us
in this
information
landscape?

OMENS
•

Collection development will switch to information fulfillment

•

Purchase/rent on demand will become increasingly important

•

Some types of books will be disaggregated allowing libraries to purchase only
parts of books

•

We will repurchase some content in new forms

•

Many librarians will retire in the next 5 years

•

Print collections will be downsized and aggregated

•

E-books will become plentiful and cheap

•

Libraries will be excluded from lending popular new formats
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PORTENTS
•

DVDS/BlueRay will disappear within 5 years

•

CDs will fade as the medium for music purchases

•

E-books will be difficult to lend outside the home institution

•

Commercial interests will take over the web and cultural, educational, and
individuals will have lower bandwidth

•

The digital divide will increase
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POSSIBILITIES
•

Broadband coverage will increase to most communities in Maine

•

Digital Public Library of America will provide some services that local libraries
could never afford

•

Radical collaboration among libraries will allow us to spend more of our time
helping our users

•

WIPO (World Intellectual Property Organization) will agree on a treaty for library
exceptions to copyright

•

The Open Access movement will make much of the scholarly literature publicly
available

•

Librarians in academic libraries will find new ways to support faculty scholarship
and engage with students in their academic careers.

•

New media formats will emerge

POSSIBILITIES

POSSIBILITIES

?!
“”

